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• Established in 1951

• Serves 20,000 Jay County residents

• Assets of $51M at end of 2024

• Has awarded more than $22M in grants and 
scholarships



Why should we consider writing grant 
proposals?





According to the Council on Foundations’ Community 
Foundation Insights, in 2022:

• 895 community foundations in the U.S.A. that met the 
National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations 
definition

• $132.2 billion in assets

• $5.28 billion in distributions



Where do we find this potential funding?



• Candid GuideStar

• Nonprofit data for donors, grantmakers, and businesses

• Sign-up is free for basic service

• GuideStar Pro allows for a more in-depth search, but costs 
$2,199.00 annually

• www.guidestar.org







Who writes the grant proposals?



• Grantwriter
• Charge $75 per hour, on average, in Northeast Indiana

• Volunteer



What does a grant proposal look like?



Items you will need to write a grant proposal

• IRS Determination Letter

• List of Board of Directors

• Cost Estimates

• Financials from Previous Fiscal Year (Audit, Review, or Compilation if 
available)

• Current Fiscal Year-To-Date Financials









Through a Funder’s Lens

• Funders award grants based upon mission

• Funders favorably look at requests that involve other funders

• Grantee Organizations gain credibility with potential donors when 
they are awarded grants from reputable funders

• Grantee Organizations’ low overhead and bureaucracy is attractive to 
Funders

• Simple and Straightforward goals are attractive to Funders 
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